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The Book of Ruth and the Storyline of the Bible 
 
Read Ruth 4:1-12 
 
Earlier in our story we are told by Boaz that there is a kinsman-redeemer who is closer than 
himself.  Our current narrative unfolds the means whereby Boaz is able to take the role of 
kinsman-redeemer, but only by following social protocol.  The Book of Ruth is a picture of 
contrasts against the dark scenario painted for the reader in the Book of Judges.   
 
Boaz as an ethical and moral man stands in stark contrast to those depicted throughout the 
Book of Judges.  He brings his case to the ten men of the elders of the city at the gate.  The 
structure and forum of this event contrasts sharply with what is read in Judges 5:8. 
 

“New gods were chosen; Then war was in the gates. Not a shield or a spear was seen 
among forty thousand in Israel” (Judges 5:8). 

 
Boaz carefully crafts his invitation for the nearest kinsman to redeem the property (v. 4).  
Perhaps knowing the makeup of the individual, he takes “the bait”.  Once hooked, Boaz 
introduces the idea of having to marry Ruth in order to insure the property of Elimelech 
would stay within his family (v. 5).  When the nearer kinsman realized how such an action 
would put his own house in jeopardy, he forfeited his responsibility, followed protocol, and 
thus enabled Boaz to redeem the house of Elimelech.  As it relates to the nearer kinsman’s 
reasoning, Adam Clarke offers this comment. 
 

“The Targum gives the proper sense of this passage: ‘And the kinsman said, on this ground 
I cannot redeem it, because I have a wife already; and I have no desire to take another, lest 
there should be contention in my house, and I should become a corrupter of my 
inheritance. Do thou redeem it, for thou hast no wife; for I cannot redeem it.’” 

 
It is perhaps just as “right” for the one to transfer the responsibility as it is for Boaz to assume 
the responsibility.  Those who witnessed the event pronounced blessing upon the union and 
stated, “May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, 
both of whom built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become 
famous in Bethlehem. Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore 
to Judah, through the offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman (vv. 11, 
12).” 
 
Such a blessing is significant on multiple levels.  By referencing Rachel and Leah they speak to 
the prolific offspring and the rise of the nation Israel.  It can be remembered how Perez is the 
father of Salmon who is the father of Boaz.  Perez is the result of a levirate marriage.  Perez 
fathered Salmon who married Rahab the harlot of Joshua 1.  Salmon and Rahab gave rise to 
Boaz.  Boaz, now functioning as the kinsman-redeemer to the house of Elimelech, marries 
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Ruth.  All of this happens against the backdrop of the Book of Judges.  As we bring our study 
of Ruth to closure consider the following parallel in an ancient form of Chinese drama. 
 

In an ancient form of Chinese drama, plays were often performed on a two-level stage. On 
the first level, the drama would unfold in the natural sequence of the script, while on the 
second level the last act of the play would be acted out simultaneously. This gave the 
audience a distinct advantage—they knew how the story would end. In fact, it was not 
uncommon for the audience to yell to the actors on level one, warning them that their 
attitudes or actions were threatening the good outcomes of the final act of the play.  (Our 
Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI.) 

 
If Ruth teaches us anything, we should be encouraged to realize how in our darkest moments 
of disease, death, doubt, and debilitating depression God is working The Story to its fullest and 
final culmination.  There is to be found great hope, healing, and wholeness in knowing God is 
working and perhaps when we least expect it He moves in surprising ways. 
 
“The Book of Ruth opens with three funerals but closes with a wedding and a birth. There is a 
good deal of weeping recorded in the first chapter, but the last chapter records an overflowing 
of joy in the little town of Bethlehem.”  http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_41-10.htm#4:5 

 
Our next and final paragraph quickly draws the book to its primary point and enables us to 
trace the woman’s seed in fulfillment of the Genesis 3:15 promise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


